
Thank you to the folks that have completed 

the surveys.  We have had some great 

responses from the but would like to have 

additional club members’ feedback. Please take a few 

moments to fill in some of the survey questions and 

drop them off at the front of the room during 

meetings, email them to me or hand them over to any 

board member.  You can always send an email with 

some recommendations if you don’t want to complete 

the survey.  Any input is welcome.  

February is the last meeting before our gem show, 

please think about how you can participate to help 

make it a success.   Sign-up sheets will be out at the 

next meeting.  If you cannot attend the February 

meeting and haven’t signed up but wish to participate, 

please contact the venue leads (listed under the Show 

Committee Chair report) and let them know or let any 

board member know.   

See you at the February meeting!  If you need to reach 

out, I’m only a phone call, text or email away. 

Sue Cassidy, OGMS President 

February President’s Message 
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USEFUL ITEMS TO BRING ON YOUR FIELD TRIP  

Buckets, Shovels, Rock Hammer, Pick (Large and Small), Sieve, Gloves, Spray 
Bottle for Water, Small Scrub Brush, Knee Pads, Magnifier, Plenty of Drinking 
Water, Food, Appropriate Clothing, Protective Eyewear, Sun Protection, Day 
Pack or Back Pack, Umbrella, Pry Bar, Tick Spray, First Aid Kit, Protective 
clothing and sunscreen to avoid burns.  
Shovel and fire extinguisher to put out any fires that may start. 

•Trips can last most of the day.  
•Generally, a High-Clearance vehicle and sometimes 4WD  or an ATV is 
required.   
•Please remember to not park on tall grass or sagebrush as the fire 
season is in full swing and watch out for snakes. 
•When you are finished, fill in all holes that are dug at the site.  
 

ALL FIELD TRIPS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE  DEPENDING ON THE 
WEATHER AND ROAD CONDITIONS. 

Field Trip Report —John Wright    
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Owyhee Gem Club Field Trips 2026 
March 21st: * Rockville for Leaf Fossils, Meet @ Chevron, Hwy 55/95 Junction 

April 18th: * Big Egg Claim for Thunder Eggs. Meet @ Chevron, Hwy 55/95 Junction 

May 23rd: * Tony Funk Rock Yard with Boise & Idaho Falls Clubs 204 Washing St. Gooding, ID 

          BBQ pot luck. Everyone can go on their own or meet at the Rest Stop on I-84 East of Boise 

June 20th-21st: Texas Springs for Pink Limb Casts. Meet @ Cactus Pete’s in Nevada @ 9:00 am 

leave @ 9:30. This is an overnight trip. 

July 18th: ** Graveyard point for moss agate, Meet @ Chevron, Hwy 55/95 Junction 

Aug 22nd: ** Picture Jasper Claim, Meet @ Chevron, Hwy 55/95 Junction 

Sept 19th: * Blue Egg for Blue Opal Thunder Eggs. Meet @ Homedale City Park with Tank 

Oct 24th: * Pink Plume Claim for Pink Plume Agate, Meet @ the Owyhee Junction, Hwy 201 

and Owyhee Ave 

Legend:  

* (meet @ 8am – leave @ 8:30) 

** (meet @ 7am – leave @ 7:30) 

For further information, Contact John (208)571-6873 or David (208)466-2881 



 

“My Favorite” Presentations 

If you have a favorite rock, gem, mineral, or fossil you would like to talk about and 

share with the members at the next meeting and in the newsletter, please contact 

Deana at (208) 794-5628 

Monthly Meeting Topics 
Vice President – Deana A announced that February’s program presentation will be on 
the topic of Native American artifacts presented by Cindy Woolsey, and both March and April’s program 
presentations will be provided by Steve Narkus. 
 

 

Vice-President’s Corner—Deana Ashton 
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General Meetings at The College of Idaho— Third Wednesday of the month –February-May 

Caldwell, Idaho—Boone Science Hall (#12 on map below), Room 103 at 7:00 p.m. 

Deana Ashton 

Web Master Needed: Brad Larson who has done our Clubs Web Page for 23 years has an-

nounced his official retirement. We would like to take this opportunity to thank Brad and en-

courage Anyone or know of someone qualified to do web work or willing to learn please reach 

out to Sue Cassity for more information.  Brad said he has only been putting the newsletters 

on and updating the show information as well as forwarding any inquiries as necessary.  

We would like to thank Brad for 23 years of great service as our Web Master. He has done an 

excellent job. 



The January 2026 General Meeting of the Owyhee Gem and Mineral Society was called to order by 
OGMS president, Sue Cassidy at7:05pm on 1/21/26 in Idaho at the College of Idaho’s Boone Science 
Building in room # 203 
 
Sue called for a motion to accept the last meeting’s minutes to be accepted as printed in the OGMS 
news letter. Willa R made the motion to accept the minutes. Dale R seconded the motion. All the 
members were in favor, there was no further discussion and the motion passed. 
 
Secretary’s Report – Chris R said she picked up the mail and distributed it to Sue and Kim. 
 
Vice President – Deana A announced that February’s program presentation will be on the topic of 
Native American artifacts presented by Cindy Woolsey, and both March and April’s program 
presentaions will be provided by Steve Narkus. 
 
Treasurer Report – Ken C discussed expenses and disbursements in addition to the club’s accounts 
balances. 
 
Federation Report – Ed Moser reminded members to continue saving and donating their canceled 
postage stamps for cancer research. Ed also made a motion for the OGMS to make two $50 donatins to 
the NWF scholorship program in honor and memory of Pauline Prather and Bill Stringer. Kim B 
seconded the motion, all the members were in favor with no further discussion so the motion was 
passed. 
 
Field Trip Chair – John announced this year’s first field trip will be in March and we’ll be going to 
Rockville for leaf fossils. 
 
Membership- Kim announced a special heartfelt “THANK YOU” to the members who’ve signed up for 
this year’s show cases. 
 
Sunshine Report –No report this month. 
 
Historian Report- Nothing to report this month. 
 
Junior Geologist-December’s meeting had a record attendance of 45 individuals. YAY! 
 
Old Business- Dale R announced that most of the old wooden show tables have sold. 
 
New Business – No new business was discussed 
 
Meeting adjourned followed with our slab and door prize drawings. The door prize 
drawing winner was Cheryl Eldridge. 
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General Meeting Minutes—January 21st, 2026 
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Officers present: Sue Cassidy, Chris Merrell-Rawson, Deana Ashton, Willa Renkin, Kim Bashford, Don Dixon, 
Ed Moser, Ken Christensen, John Wright, 
Dale Rawson. 
 
Guests present: Steve Narkaus, Cindy Woolsey 
 
January 2026 OGMS Board Meeting was called to order @ 7:00 pm by OGMS President Sue Cassidy in the Caldwell Public 
Library at 1010 Dearborn in Caldwell Idaho. Sue called for a motion to accept the previous board meeting minutes as printed 
in the OGMS news letter. Willa R made a motion to accept the minutes as printed and it was seconded by Deana A. All the 
board members were in favor, there was no further discussion and the motion to accept the minutes passed. 
 
Vice President – Deana said that all the general meeting program presentations through the month of May have been sched-
uled. She added that a presentation about Native American artifacts will be presented at the February 2026 meeting by Cindy 
Woolsey & Bill Todd. 
 
Treasurer – Ken Christensen – Ken discussed getting new tax number, the general meeting’s slab draw proceeds, proceeds 
from the old show table sales, and gave an update on OGMS accounts balances. 
 
Secretary – Chris R stated that she collected the mail from the post office box and distributed it to the appropriate officers. 
 
Show Chair –Sue discussed the survey that will be passed out upon entry to the show inquiring how patrons found out about 
the show. She also said the advertising avenues are coming together nicely and that she is still waiting on a corrected adver-
tising contract. 
 
Asst Show Chair – Dale discussed our current need to upgrade to LED lighting for this year’s show cases and upgrades that 
will be needed for junction boxes for future shows. Ken made a motion to allow $500 for spending on phase one of the lighting 
upgrades. Ed seconded the motion, all of the officers were in favor without further discussion, so the motion passed. 
 
Membership Chair - Kim announced two new membership applications. The applicants are Brian & Michele Oaks and Jeff & 
Darla Stokes. John made a motion to accept the new members and Dale seconded the motion. All the officers were in favor 
with no further discussion so the motion to accept the new members passed. 
 
Federation Chair – Ed Moser – said he spoke with Judy at the NWF and she said there is nothing the club needs to do with 
respect to an upcoming vote. He also stated that there’s a questionaire in the federation newsletter regarding how they should 
spend excess monies. 
 
Field Trip Chair – John Wright said the 2026 field trip schedule is complete and is as follows; 
March 21st – Rockville leaf fossils 
April 18th - Big Egg Claim 
May 25th – Tony Funk Rockyard 
June 20th – Texas Springs 
July18th Graveyard Point 
Aug 22nd – Picture Jasper Claim 
Sept 19th – Blue Egg Claim 
Oct 24th – Haystack Butte & Pink Plume Agate 
 
Juniors – Asked about getting some of the old show tables for the junior geologist. Chris R made a motion to donate eight of 
the club’s old tables to the Junior”s program. Kim B seconded the motion. All the officers were in favor without further discus-
sion and the motion to donate the tables passed. 
 
Old Business – John Merritt will most likely fill the webmaster position. 
The officers discussed how to best go about getting documentation for the history of the dinosaur eggs donated to the club 
last year so we can safely display them at the shows. 
 
 
New Business – A member of NOLA recently asked if an OGMS member could give them a presentation and OGMS mem-
ber Karen Davis promptly stepped 
up to the plate. Way to go Karen, THANK YOU!!! 
 
 
January 2026 OGMS board meeting adjourned at 8:13 pm. 

Board Meeting Minutes—January 26, 2026 



Show Committee Chair Report: 

Sign-up Sheets for venues still needing assistance: 

If you haven’t signed up and would like to help make the show a success, please sign 

up at the meeting or contact any of the following venues to have them sign you up: 

Chili Feed: Frances Vance (256) 417-2606 

Admissions Table: Barbara Korn (208) 466-2881 

Raffle Baskets Table: Deana Ashton (208) 794-5628 

Grab Bags: Cindy Woolsey (208) 908-3684 

Wheel of Gems: Chris Rawson (208) 371-7639 

Sand Dig: Jody Atwood, but contact Sue Cassidy (603) 548-8822 

Demonstrators: (cabbing) Willa Renken (208) 362-3941 

Show Report by: Sue Cassidy 
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Sue Cassidy 



Show Schedule: 

March 7th and 8th, 2026 O’Connor Field House, Caldwell, Idaho 

Parking: Out front of the Field house on Thursday and Friday.  During the show: Move to back or side during the show unless you need 

handicap parking.  Please leave parking out front for the general public.  

THURSDAY- March 5:  8:00 am:  

8:00 am: Drivers meet at Idaho Tractor on Nampa/Caldwell Blvd, Hookup under the supervision of Larry Ridley.  Larry and Kevin Ridley and Ray 

Vance.  

8:30 am: Setup volunteers arrive at O’Connor Field House. Dale Rawson will lead the volunteers on setting up the facilities including table 

layout 9:00 am: Trailers arrive at O’Connor Field House.  The trailers are numbered #1, #2 and #3. Trailer #4- rocks, silent auction, will arrive 

separately. Trailer# 1 Unload vendor and silent auction tables. Trailer# 2 Venue tables. Trailer# 3 black light tent, skirting and paper Trailer# 4 

Silent auction rock-unload last.  

10:00 am: Set up tables and begin skirting and papering from Trailer #3, Set up Black light room  

11:00 am: Lunch will be ready  

4:00 pm. Shut Down  

FRIDAY—March 6:  8:30 am:  

Finish setting up any remaining items 

8:30 Dealers/Demonstrators start setting up  

11:00 am: Chili Feed will be ready  

4:00 pm. Shut Down   

SHOWTIME—SATURDAY-March 7th 8 am:  

At the show a lot goes on behind the scenes between the Field House, Vendors, Volunteers, the Public and General Safety, it will be up to Sue 

& Dale to put out all non-emergency fires in short order, for anything else, we use 911, nearly all in the building will have our cell phone 

numbers.  

8:30 am: Vendors, Demonstrators, Volunteers will start arriving, volunteers will continue to arrive throughout the day according to the sign-up 

sheets.  

10:00 am: Doors open to the public; Announcements will be made throughout the day; Door prizes every 30 minutes.  

6:00 pm: Gem Show will end for the day.  

SHOWTIME SUNDAY—March 8th 8:00 am:  

8:30 Vendors, Demonstrators, Volunteers will start arriving, volunteers will continue to arrive throughout the day according to the sign-up 

sheets.  

10:00 am: Doors open to the public; Announcements will be made throughout the day; Door prizes every 30 minutes  

4:00 pm: Raffle/Basket Drawings  

4:30 pm Grand Prize Drawing  

5:00 pm: Gem Show will end for the day. NO ONE TOUCHES SHOWCASES TILL THE SHOW CLOSES AND THE PUBLIC HAS LEFT THE BUILDING   

The trailers will be loaded in reverse order by trailer. The trailers (3) will be parked in the chain link area on the east side of the Field House and 

left overnight.   

MONDAY—March 9th  9:15 am:  

Drivers will meet at Field House and return the trailers back to Idaho Tractor. 
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 February Birthdays  

1 Ruth Hopkins 

1 H.G. Smith 

4 Kris Davis 

8 Lisa Diehr 

9 Ed Budden 

9 Carol Proctor 

9 Gerard Van Gils 

10 Trisha Kelsoe 

11 Rulon Darez Allred 

13 John Coleman 

13 Arlene Purchase 

14 Greg Downs 

14 Barbara Herbel 

15 Arielle Johnston 

19 Brian Newman 

19 Christina Nordberg 

23 Shelly Downs 

25 Mike Dome 

28 Allan Beck 

  

February Anniversaries 

5 Norman & Sandra Young 

7 Douglas & April Finch 

14 Steve & Jody Ford 

14 Robert & Linda Schaffer 

Sunshine Report 

Hi, I am Kim Erb and I am your Sunshine 

Chair.   

If you hear of anyone needing a get-well 

card or visit, please give me a call at  (208) 

202-9357.    

kimzstones@gmail.com  

Community Corner 
If you are presenting to the community or working 

with the community on behalf of OGMS, please 
submit a summary of what you are doing for our 
“Community Corner”.  This helps us maintain our 
non-profit status and gives you a recognition for a 

job well done. 

Newsletter Editor  

If you have articles or information for the 

newsletter, please submit to 

robert.murpheyOGMS@gmail.com  

 



Page 9 

“Owyhee Gem” 

Volume 58 No. 2 

 

 

                            

Minerals & Fossils For Sale 

Call Steve: (503) 931-9763 

Lifelong rockhound and collector of earthly treasures, now sharing our passion 

with fellow rock lovers. Please visit us at a local gun show (follow us on Face-

book) and view our treasures at: 

Boise: Antique World Mall 4544 Overland Rd.              

Showcases 10, 11, & 12 

Ontario OR: Vintage Rose, 204 S. Oregon St.                 

Vendor #41  

Weiser ID: Station 30 Collectibles, 30 E. Commercial St.    

Vendor #18 

Here are just a few of the rocks we have on display:  

Amazonite, Amethyst, Azurite, Carnelian, Chrysocolla,  Jasper, Kyanite, Labra-

dorite, Larimar, Lepidolite, Malachite, Moonstone, Obsidian, Petrified Wood,   

Quartz, Rhodochrosite, Ruby Zoisite, Seraphinite, Tiger Eye, Tourmaline, 

Unakite, and more!   

Available in: Stone & Silver Jewelry, Bookends, Cathedrals, Crystal Points, 

Flames, Obelisks, Towers,    Pyramids, Hearts, Spheres, Skulls, Dragon Heads, 

Free Form, Natural/Rough, Slabs…  

Jefferson Rockhounds                                 

 Hildy Langewis          

jeffrockhounds@gmail.com  

     Thank you for a great 2025, 47 people attended our holiday event, and we continue 

to grow.  There were 5 events including museums and a fieldtrip covering SW Idaho 

geology, minerology, fossils, and how minerals are formed. 

     Now for 2026.  7 events are scheduled.  New subjects include :  Geomorphology, 

Gemology, Plate tectonics and much more.  

     Thank you to club members who have been very generous with their time and 

resources. Special thanks to:                                                                      

                      Kim and Jay Erb, 

                      Dan and Diane Stevens 

                       Don Dixon and Cindy Woolsey 

                       John Clement 

                       Tom Allenby 

                        Allen Beck 

                        Angela Roberts 

                        Karen Davis 

                        OGMS Board 

     We have room for 20 more Junior Geologists, so 

SPREAD THE WORD, to anyone  ages… 10-110 who want to learn more about geology 

and have fun…!!! 

2026 

OWYHEE JUNIOR GEOLOGIST PROGRAM 

EVENTS 

March 7 & 8 –  Owyhee Gem and Mineral Society 

                                      Show 

April 11 -    Idaho Museum of Mining and Geology 

                       Walking tour and museum exhibits 

June 13 -   Owyhee Museum and Presentation 

July   25 -    Narkaus Open House and BBQ 

Sept 26 -    Gooding Rock Hunt  and BBQ 

Oct  TBA -   College of Idaho Tour and 

                         Presentation at Caldwell Library 

Dec 7 -       Holiday Party at Caldwell Public Library  

Owyhee Junior Geologist Program (OJGP) 
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Membership—Kim Bashford 

Welcome  
New  

Members! 
 

Jeff Stokes 
Darla Stokes 
Trevor Keber 
Byron Oakes 

Michelle Oakes 
John Merritt 

We are accepting payment of 2026 dues  

 

Due to the increasing costs for our club to provide the things we do for our 

members, we are having to raise our dues this year. 

Memberships are as follows:   

Family—$25, Couple—$20, Single—$15, Child—$5, Jr Geology Program—$10 

 

Membership forms are available at every meeting and on the next page of this 

newsletter. Invite your "rockhound" friends to our next meeting!   

 

Any member needing a name badge, membership card, or patch, please call 

me so I can have them ready for you to pick up at the next meeting. If you 

need a "replacement" of any of these, there will be a nominal charge of $2 for 

the name badge and $3 for the small patch. In addition, large patches are 

available to members for $10.  

 

Please remember to wear your name badge to meetings, it makes it so much 

easier to identify you.  

Membership—Kim Bashford 
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OWYHEE GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY—2025 Membership Application 
 

Rockhounds’ Code of Ethics 

• I will respect both private and public property and will do no collecting on privately owned land without permission from 
the owner. 

• I will keep informed on all laws, regulations or rules governing collecting on public lands and will observe them.  

• I will, to the best of my ability, ascertain the boundary lines of property on which I plan to collect. 

• I will use no firearms or blasting material in collecting areas. 

• I will cause no willful damage to property of any kind such as fences, signs, buildings, etc. 

• I will leave all gates as found. 

• I will build fires only in designated or safe places and will be certain they are completely extinguished before leaving the 
area. 

• I will discard no burning material – matches, cigarettes, etc. 

• I will fill all excavation holes which may be dangerous to livestock. 

• I will not contaminate wells, creeks, or other water supplies. 

• I will cause no willful damage to collecting material and will take home only what  can reasonably use. 

• I will practice conservation and undertake to utilize fully and well the materials I have collected and will recycle my 
surplus for the pleasure and benefit of others. 

• I will support the rockhound project H.E.L.P. (Help Eliminate Litter Please) and will leave all collecting areas devoid of 
litter, regardless of how found. 

• I will cooperate with field-trip leaders and those in designated authority in all collecting areas. 

• I will report to my club or federation officers, Bureau of Land Management or other authorities, any deposit of petrified 
wood or other materials on public lands which should be protected for the enjoyment of future generations for public 
educational and scientific purposes. 

• I will appreciate and protect our heritage of natural resources. 

• I will observe the “Golden Rule”, will use Good Outdoor Manners and will at all times conduct myself in a manner which 
will add to the stature and Public Image of Rockhounds everywhere. 

 

I have read and understand the Rockhounds’ Code of Ethics: Signed_____________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Family—$25 Couple—$20 Single—$15 Child—$5       Jr Geology Program —$10 
 

(Please Print) 

LAST NAME: ___________________________________ FIRST NAME(s): _________________________________________ 

 

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

CITY: ____________________________________________________ STATE: _______________ ZIP: __________________ 

 

PHONE:  ____________________________   EMAIL: __________________________________________________________ 

 

ANNIV: Month________________  Day__________  (Name of Spouse/Other if not a member) ________________________ 

 

BDAY(s):  First Name ____________Month_________ Day_______/ First Name ____________Month_________ Day______ 

BDAY(s):  First Name ____________Month_________ Day_______/ First Name ____________Month_________ Day______ 

                     

 

Renewal ___  New___Amount Paid:________  Date Paid: ________ Cash ___ Check # _______Recd  By_________________ 



Business Tagline or Motto 

Owyhee Gem & Mineral Society 

PO Box 1053 

Caldwell, ID  83605-1053 

Owyhee Gem and Mineral Society Purpose:  
To promote interest in the wonders of nature and in  
particular, rocks, gems, minerals, and fossils.  
To conduct field trips for exploration and collection.  
To encourage as wide a participation as possible in the 
“Rock Hound” hobby and the many activities that go 
along with it. 
  
MEMBERSHIP DUES: 
Family - $25.00 per year 
Couples $20.00 per year 
Singles—$15.00 per year  
Children (under 19) - $5.00 per year 
Jr Geology Program—$10 per year 

The Owyhee Gem and Mineral Society was  
established in 1938 at the College of Idaho in  
Caldwell, Idaho. 
 
GENERAL MEETING: The club meets the third 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 P.M. in the Boone 
Science Hall at the College of Idaho, Room 103, except 
for the summer months and the December holiday party.  
 
Bring a friend—Wear your name tag— Bring an 
unidentified rock and we’ll help you figure out  
what it is! 
 
FIELD TRIPS: 
Field trips are scheduled once a month.  
Visitors are welcome at all these events! 

Have You Visited our Club Website?  
Our awesome website has great information on it. There are 

some great pictures of our outings, and our newsletter is 
posted on it. Brad Larson, our Web Master, does a great job of 

keeping it up to date with all kinds of information like 
upcoming shows, field trip dates, times and much more.  

http://www.owyheerocks.com/  

http://www.owyheerocks.com/

