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September Presidentôs Message 
 

Happy Labor Day everyone.  Another 3-day holiday has arrived for more 

adventures out in the field.  I hope that it will be a little less hot which makes the 

days more enjoyable.  If you didnôt make it out for our meeting last month you 

missed some really good auction items and some fantastic homemade ice cream.  

Thank you Ruth Hopkins, Chris & Paul Deveau for contributing.  It was very good 

ice cream! I would also like to give a huge thank you to all the rest of you that 

contributed items.  It was a very sweet night!  Our auction, which was small, along 

with the slab drawing, offered some comical entertainment.  Just to let those know 

who donate to our slab drawing, that your donations are very much appreciated.  

Thank you! 
 

September brings organizing the slate of officers for our October elections.  This 

year we are in need of some volunteers for a couple positions.  We will need a 

Vice-President, Field Trip Chairman, and Asst Field Trip Chairman.  I need to 

stress as an active club we have a membership that needs to get involved with 

helping fill these positions.  Turnover is necessary in order to keep our club running 

strong.  With participation, it helps spread the tasks out and our members are not 

burnt out with volunteering.  These positions require some commitment but if 

people will offer to help, we can have more turn over so no one feels they are 

doing it all.  I can run the club but I cannot do all the work by myself.  I need your 

help.  So please step forward so we can continue to offer the programs, which 

bring our members together! 
 

Our program this month will be on the differences between rocks and minerals 

and how they are created.  Longtime member Howard Emery will be presenting 

this program.  He has several displays in the Caldwell Library, which the board 

was able to view this month.  They were very nice and we thank you Howard for 

presenting them so the public can benefit from this information. 
 

This monthôs field trip will be to the Blue Egg.  The meet time is 8am in Homedale 

at the City Park with the Tank. We will be leaving at 8:30am for the claim. 
 

Kim has secured our Christmas Banquet this year and it will be at the Nampa Elkôs 

like last year.  The menu will be Ham, Roast Beef, scalloped potatoes, green 

beans, salad, rolls, spice cake, & cheesecake with berry topping.  There will be a 

No-Host Bar, which means you pay for your own drinks. The club will provide 

water and coffee. Kim will have tickets for sale starting this month. The cost is $9 

for members, $18 for nonmembers, and Lifetime members 

will receive their meal free.  
 

I look forward to seeing you all at this monthôs meeting at 

the College in the Boone Science Building September нмǎǘ ŀǘ 

тǇƳΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ a slab drawing and Roxanne said 

she would have another silent auction.   
 

Until the 21st have a safe and enjoyable Holiday. 
 

-Willa Renken, OGMS President   
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OWYHEE GEM & MINERAL SOCIETY     GENERAL MEETING MINUTES     17 AUGUST 2022 

 

The August Owyhee Gem and Mineral Society General Meeting was called to order by President Willa 

Renken at 7:05pm at the Caldwell Memorial Park, 618 Irving Street in Caldwell, Idaho.  Ed Moser made the 

motion to accept the minutes as printed in the newsletter; Roxanne Franklin seconded; motion passed.  Willa 

gave a hearty welcome to our visitors, Joe and Carrie Robertsé who just happen to be Jim and Ruth 

Hopkinsô daughter and son-in-lawé welcome and please come back again! 
 

Secretary, Chris Deveau received a check from a member for July auction purchases that was turned over 

to our Treasurer, Debbie Lawrence; there were two returned newsletters that Kim Bashford got the correct 

addresses for, Chris will resend those; and a letter from member, Howard Emry, was referred to VP Roxanne 

Franklin.  At this time, I would like to acknowledge Cindy Woolseyôs help with the auction at the picnic 

in Julyé she assisted Willa and Roxanne in making sure everyone could view the items up for bid.  

Thank you, Cindy! 
 

Roxanne Franklin, Vice President, advised that Howard Emry will make a presentation on the óDifference 

between a Mineral and a Rockô at the September General Meeting.  Roxanne explained the procedures for 

tonightôs óSilent Auctionô.  The materials for this auction were from the collections of Eileen Mitchell and 

Chuck McCreath.  Weôd like to thank Eileen and Chuckôs daughter, Cindy Woolsey for their 

generosity. 
 

Debbie Lawrence, Treasurer summarized the OGMS accountsé bills paidé deposits made. 
 

Kim Bashford, Membership Chair advised that there were no new memberships.  She brought to 

everyoneôs attention, the wonderful rock and mineral collection at the Caldwell Public Library displayed by 

member, Howard Emry on behalf of OGMS.  Thank you so much Howard!   
 

Robert Murphey, Field Trip Chair was unavailable for the meeting, but Dale Rawson, Assistant FieldTrip 

Chair advised that the August trip for Bogwood is on Saturday, 20 August 2022 to Wagon Towné meeting at 

the Xtra-Mile/Chevron west of Marsing at the intersection of Hwy 95/55 at 7:00am, leaving at 7:30.  High 

clearance vehicles are recommendedé bring digging toolsé lots of water, it will be hot! 
 

Paul Deveau, Show Chair reminded everyone of the need for tumbled rocké little pea-sized tumbled for the 

Sand Digé and critters for the Wheel-of-Gems.  Our 2023 show is coming soon! 
 

Old Business:  None 
 

New Business: Deana Ashton asked everyone to let her know of any ideas for the Show Basket Raffle gifts 

and to contact her if you know anyone that might want to donate a gift/prize. 
 

The door prize drawing was not heldé   the prize will be forwarded to the September meetingé Chris will 

have the signup sheet.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:40pm. 
 

The Silent Auction and the slab drawing were quite successful.  We had so much nice material and 

specimens to choose from.  We thank everyone for their donations to the club. 
 

The grand finale of the evening was homemade ice cream from Ruth Hopkins (vanilla, raspberry, 

huckleberry), Willa Renken (huckleberry and chocolate) and Paul & Chris Deveau 

(orange creamsicle).  A great variety, plus toppings, cupcakes, cookies, and pie to 

go along with the ice creamé Woo Hoo!!!  Thanks to everyone for sharing in this 

event! 
 

The August OGMS Board Meeting will be held on Monday,29 August 2022 at the Caldwell 

Public Library, 1010 Dearborn Street, Caldwell, Idaho at 7:00pm. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Christine Deveau, Secretary 
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Vice Presidentôs CornerðRoxanne Franklin 

hǿȅƘŜŜ DŜƳ ϧ aƛƴŜǊŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ μ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ 
 

Monthly Meeting Topic 

If you have an idea for a presentation or information session, please contact 

me:  Roxanne Franklin (208) 577-7095, rocksfrank22@gmail.com  
 

My Favoriteò Presentations 

If you have a favorite rock, gem, mineral, or fossil you would like to talk about 

and share with the members at the next meeting and in the newsletter, please contact Roxanne. 

 

September Presentation:  Minerals, Rocks, Fossils, and the Rock CycleðHoward Emry 

Howard Emry, long-time club member, will give a talk on the basics of minerals, rocks and fossils 

and share some things he has learned as a long-time amateur geologist.  Mr. Emry will explain the 

difference between a mineral and a rock and in simple terms describe how minerals and rocks are 

formed.  He will also explain how all rocks on Earth are constantly changing into new ones through 

the rock cycle process. 

Thank you to members Don Dixon and Bob & Kim Bashford for the volunteer hours they have put in 

at the Orma J. Smith Museum at the College of Idaho, on behalf of the Evans collection. A total of   

24 İ hours between the three of them. Volunteers meet at the college the first Saturday of each 

month at 9:00 am. 

Community Corner 

If you are presenting to the community or working with the community on behalf of OGMS, please 

submit a summary of what you are doing for our ñCommunity Cornerò. This helps us maintain our 

non-profit status and gives you a recognition for a job well done. 

Orma J. Smith Museum of Natural History 

College of Idahoð Caldwell, Idaho 

Hours:  MondayðFriday, 12:15  - 5:00 p.m. 

Orma J. Smith Museum of Natural History | The College of Idaho  
 

As the only natural history museum in the region encompassing southwestern Idaho, southeastern 
Oregon, and northern Nevada, The College of Idaho's Orma J. Smith Museum of Natural History is 
the premier resource for environmental and natural history education in the region.  The Museum is 
listed in the "30 Most Amazing Higher Education Natural History Museums," compiled by Best 
College Reviews. 
 
The Museum is located in the basement of Boone Hall on the College's campus in Caldwell.  

 

You can check them out on Instagram or call (208)-459-5507. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/275026370710440/about
https://www.collegeofidaho.edu/about/campus-facilities/natural-history-museum?msclkid=37955eb3ce4511ec83195cd76c6b8a82
https://www.instagram.com/ojsnaturalhistory/
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OGMS Field Trips 

Robert Murphey (208) 590-1848  

or Dale Rawson (208) 283-7990  

 

USEFUL ITEMS TO BRING ON YOUR TRIP  

Buckets, Shovels, Rock Hammer, Pick (Large and Small), Sieve, Gloves, 

Spray Bottle for Water, Small Scrub Brush, Knee Pads, Magnifier, Plenty of 

Drinking Water, Food, Appropriate Clothing, Protective Eyewear, Sun Protection, Day Pack 

or Back Pack, Umbrella, Pry Bar, Tick Spray, First Aid Kit, Shovel and fire extinguisher to put out any fires 

that may start.  

 

Trips can last most of the day.  

Generally, a High-Clearance vehicle and sometimes 4WD  

or an ATV is required.   

 Remember, when you are finished, fill in all holes  

that are dug at the site.  

 

ALL FIELD TRIPS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE  

DEPENDING ON THE WEATHER AND ROAD CONDITIONS. 

Robert  

Murphey 

Dale 

Rawson 

September 24th Field Trip   

 
�6�H�S�W�������W�K��  Blue Egg for Blue Opal Thunder Eggsð Meet @ Homedale City Park with Tank  

meet @ 8 a.m. ï leave @ 8:30 a.m. 

Our next trip is to our Blue Egg claim which is always a delight. The road in does require higher 

clearance vehicles and to harvest those beautiful eggs you will need some heavy digging tools like a 

pic, hammer, pry bars etc but the hard work is well worth the effort as some of the most beautiful 

eggs from succor creek area are found on our claim. We will be meeting at the Homedale City Park 

@ 8AM leaving @ 8:30 AM.  The temps will be a bit cooler but please remember to bring plenty of 

water and some food. This area is also known to harbor some snakes so those bringing pets, 

please be aware. Thanks and hope to see you all there. 

Other things to consider: Protective clothing and sunscreen to avoid burns. Please remember to not 

park on tall grass or sagebrush as the fire season is in full swing and watch out for snakes. 

Special thanks to Guy DiTorrice fpr donating some fossils, thundereggs and misc rocks from 

his 40- year collection to be used in our silent auction at next yearôs show. 

 

Owyhee Gem & Mineral Society  -  Field Trips 2022 

�2�F�W�������Q�G�� * Graveyard Point for agate and Jasperð Meet @ Gem Stop / Chevron (Hwy 55&95). 

�)�R�U���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����&�R�Q�W�D�F�W���5�R�E�H�U�W������������������-�����������R�U���'�D�O�H������������������-��������  

 


